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68 IOWA SCIENCE TEACHERS' JOURNAL 
NEWS and NOTES 
Earth Science Institutes 
An important and significant new trend 
in secondary science teaching is a renewed 
interest in what is being called Earth 
Science. The basic substance to be studied 
is the earth itself in t erms of its origins, 
composition, movements, chang-es. and hist-
ory. In terms of academic discipline at the 
college level, earth science encompasses 
parts of astronomy, meterolog-y-climatol-
ogy, geology, geophys ics, oceanography 
and phys ical geography. 
Wi thin the last f ew years, however, sev-
eral states as well as undivided school sy-
tems have developed an Earth Science 
course. Commercia l publi ·hers have pre-
pared ~eve ral more or le;;s acceptable text-
books. During the past two years a large 
committee of scientists and secondary 
school teac hers (The Earth Science Curri-
culum Project) have dC'Ve loped an original 
integrated course for a year at the !Jth 
grade level. l n addition to a textbook a 
laboratory manual and teacher's guide have 
bee n prepared. Currently th ese ma teria ls 
are be ing used in a few se lected schools. 
After they arc carefully eYaluated and r e-
written, t hey will be made generally aYail-
able-prnbably within a yea r and a half. 
ow that sati ~factory course outlines 
a nd texts arc ava ilable, the criti cal problem 
is teachers. 
Three lowa Universities will sponsor 
Summer Institutes f or ear th Sc ience teach-
ers fo r 1 !l6f>. l 11for111ation concern ing each 
of these programs ca n be secured by writ-
ing to the following persons : 
Dr. John Lemish 
Department of Geology 
Iowa State University 
Ames, Iowa 
Dr. Philip S. Riggs 
Department of Astronomy 
Drake University 
Des Moines, Iowa 
Dr. Robert E. Yager 
Department of Science Education 
State University of Iowa 
Iowa City, Iowa 
SCI Science Symposium 
Dr. Robert W. Hanson, Associate 
Professor of Physical Science a n d 
Director of the Science Symposium at 
State College, reports that the dates of the 
1965 symposium will be March 12 and 13. 
The general theme of the session will be 
"energy - with emphasis on sources, 
utilization, and future prospects, with all 
three areas ( physics, chemistry and 
biology) included for wider interest." 
A scholarship program will be included as 
last year; 4 year tuition-free scholarship 
to SCI plus cash scholarships to the 
college of the winner's choice. Selection 
will be based on a competitive comrehensive 
examination taken during the symposium 
upon recommendation, and upon scores on 
certain standardized test. All high school 
sc ience teachers in the state received 
information regarding the symposium by 
mail early in November. If there are 
fu1·ther questions Dr. Hanson can be con-
tacted at Cedar Falls. 
NSTA 
All 1ST A mem bers should plan t-0 attend 
the annual NSTA meetings in Denver if 
at all pos~ ible. The dates include March 27 
to 3 1. Rumors are afloat which suggest 
that President Fagle is planning a big 
treat for all of our membership who make 
it! The breakfast is o.nly the start! 
Summer Opportunities for Secondary Stu-
dents of High Ability in Science and 
Mathematics . 
The National Science Foundation will 
agai n sponsor several hundred Summer 
ciencc Programs for High Ability Second-
ary Students. A national brochure lists all 
of th e prog-rams that will be sponsored for 
l fl 65 . Iowa is again fortunate to have sev-
eral colleges involved with these programs. 
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